
not hinder them.
  Quality is better than quantity.  

Forces often live outside the wire and 
their equipment must endure.  

  SOF cannot be mass produced.  
Troops are limited in numbers, yet 
highly skilled and trained to be self-
sufficient for long periods under very 
stressful conditions.

  Competent SOF cannot be created 
after emergencies occur.  The mission 
requires a high state of readiness and 
a corresponding network of reliable 
communications capabilities.

These truths led us to develop a litmus 
test that technical solutions must pass.

 Highly reliable, flexible, lightweight, 
and lean resources are needed across the 
spectrum of conflict, because Special 
Tactics Teams survive and operate 
only with what they can carry on 
their backs.

 Rapid and continuously available 
communications-on-the-move are needed to 
operate in a variety of threat environments.  
Man-packable equipment must be 
operational within minutes and de-
sign must take into account stream-
lined, renewable power sources.

 Form, fit and function, with interoper-
ability across SOF enhances our operational 
missions to locate, avoid, capture, strike or 
kill enemy forces.  Reduced glare and 
light reflection, “use-on-the-run” or 
“under duress” and “night vision” are 
examples of critical SOF equipment 
design characteristics.

 Low probability of intercept and low 
probability of detection are critical require-
ments for SOF communications in a multi-
tude of scenarios. Perhaps more so than 
with any other Air Force mission, 
the disclosure of a single person’s 
location can jeopardize an entire SOF 
operation.

Continual emphasis on solutions 
for SOF are pointless without the 
capability to tap into essential Global 
Information Grid services. Global 
network operations for mission plan-
ning and intelligence and reachback 
for forward SOF forces to command 
and control elements are essential.

The stand up of an AFSOC NetOps Center 
later this year will provide centralized control 
and management of consolidated network 

services at regional and command levels. 
Additionally, the ANC will allow AF-
SOC to drive the migration toward 
a more net-centric operating envi-
ronment, enable implementation of 
similar, albeit divergent, USSOCOM 
and Air Force technical solutions 
and ensure continued satisfaction 
of network requirements in support 
of command unique functions. As 
AFSOC’s airborne platforms are fully 
integrated into the airborne network, 
the ANC will deliver another level of 
situational awareness and battlefield 
capability—extending net-centric 
services and cyberspace capabilities 
to the battlefield.

The ANC will provide AFSOC 
leadership with a command level 
capability for responsively executing 
our NetOps and defense missions, 
while providing unity of command 
worldwide.

SOF mission planning and ex-
ecution are intelligence intensive, 
time-critical and extremely detailed.  
Intelligence requirements for SOF are 
similar to those of other air compo-
nents, though the degree of detail is 
frequently greater.  Also, the nature of 
the objective may require different, 
tailored support.  For instance, SOF 
may need intelligence to avoid enemy 
forces, where other forces may wish 
to engage those forces.

Herein lies our third key focus 
area:  SOF’s dedicated Predator UAV 
Tasking, Processing, Exploitation and 
Dissemination mission.

AFSOC is rapidly developing its 
own dedicated MQ-1 Predator pro-
gram. The activation of the 3rd 
Special Operations Squad-
ron at Creech AFB, Nev. in 
November ‘05 marked the 
beginning of AFSOC’s spe-
cialized ISR capability.

SOF owned and operated 
ISR assets will provide the 
capability to collect, pro-
cess, exploit and dissemi-
nate time-sensitive intel-
ligence specifically tailored 
to meet special operations 
mission objectives.

Working with experts from Air 

Combat Command  and Defense 
Information Systems Agency, mem-
bers of the 16th Communications 
Squadron and the AFSOC/A6 staff 
designed and installed an interim 
capability to bring Predator full mo-
tion video here from the CENTCOM 
area of responsibility. This initial 
capability will enable vital training 
for AFSOC’s intelligence analysts in 
preparation for 2007.

Some of our biggest challenges 
are funding and fielding informa-
tion technology that matches the 
SOF truths and meets the essential 
requirements of specialized commu-
nications. These challenges include 
influencing long-range programs 
such as the Joint Tactical Radio 
System, airborne networking inte-
gration and net-centric operations. 
We’ll continue to drive home the 
importance for SOF communica-
tions to operate on a global scale with 
assured connectivity, interoperability 
and security in all environments. Our 
goal:  To provide the ability for SOF warriors 
to access communications and information 
across the strategic, operational and tactical 
levels—in-garrison, en-route, and especially 
while putting rounds on target.  

By Col. Michael P. Curtis
Air Force Special Operations
Command, A6

HURLBURT FIELD, Fla. — The 
increased emphasis on America’s 
special operations forces in the 
Global War on Terror, coupled with 
SAF/XC’s Transformational Com-
munications initiative, has bred new 
challenges for AFSOC’s commando 
communicators.

AFSOC’s C4 professionals are meeting 
these challenges head-on in three key areas:  
Specialized communications, 
Network Operations, and Dedi-

cated intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance.

Special operations missions require 
specialized communications. Though we 
continue to refine Information Technology 
policy, the primary focus is directly support-
ing the Special Operations Force warfighter.

We keep focused by holding closely to 
what we know as the SOF truths: 

 People are more important than ma-
chines.  Our systems must be designed 
to complement human capabilities, 

DEDICATED ISR
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Staff. Sgt. Charles Bouck (right) explains 
the features of a survival radio to Staff 
Sgt. J. Pierre Griffin during training at the 
31st Rescue Squadron, Kadena AB, Japan.

Master Sgt. Val Gempis / AFNEWS
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